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WHAT IS 
DYSTOPIAN FICTION?

Dystopian fiction explores bleak futures
where society has collapsed into

oppression, misery, or fear. Whether
ruled by tyranny, devastated by disaster,

or controlled by surveillance, these
stories imagine worlds where survival

means resisting a terrifying new reality.

OTHER AUTHORS 
TO EXPLORE

Isaac Asimov

Ray Bradbury

Anthony Burgess

Suzanne Collins

Philip K. Dick

Aldous Huxley

Kazuo Ishiguro

Emily St. John Mandel

Cormac McCarthy

George Orwell

Kurt Vonnegut

H.G. Wells



Chain Gang All Stars 
by Nana Kwame Adjei-Brenyah

Two women gladiators fight for
freedom within a profit-driven,
brutally corrupt prison system.

The City We Became 
by N.K. Jemisin

In New York City, three individuals
discover the city's magical
heartbeat, unlocking forgotten
identities and ancient powers.

Devolution
by Max Brooks

In a post-eruption town, journals
reveal a horrifying Bigfoot
massacre, blending survival,
horror, and shocking truths.

The Dispossessed 
by Ursula K. Le Guin

In a divided universe, a brilliant
physicist seeks to reunite two
planets, challenging ideologies
and sacrificing everything.

Goliath 
by Tochi Onyebuchi

In a decaying Earth, left-behind
laborers and privileged space
colonists collide in a powerful
exploration of race and class.

The Handmaid's Tale 
by Margaret Atwood

In a dystopian future, women are
enslaved by a totalitarian regime,
and one woman fights to survive.

Hollow Kingdom 
by Kira Jane Buxton

A foul-mouthed crow and his
dimwitted dog embark on a
hilarious quest to save humanity
from a zombie apocalypse.

How High We Go in the Dark 
by Sequoia Nagamatsu

After a climate plague,
interconnected characters across
time and space struggle to rebuild
and redefine humanity.

The Memory Police 
by Yoko Ogawa

On an island where objects
vanish, a writer and editor fight
to preserve memory against
oppressive surveillance.

Parable of the Sower 
by Octavia E. Butler

In a climate-ravaged future, a
young woman with
hyperempathy fights for survival
and creates a new faith.

Prophet Song 
by Paul Lynch

In a collapsing Ireland, a mother
fights to protect her family from
a tyrannical, authoritarian
regime.

Red Rising 
by Pierce Brown

In a future Mars society, a lowly
Red infiltrates the ruling class to
seek justice and revenge.

The Resisters 
by Gish Jen

In a divided, surveillance-driven
future, a family fights to preserve
their humanity amid societal
collapse.

The Women Could Fly
by Megan Giddings

A young woman confronts her
mother’s mysterious
disappearance amid oppressive
control over single women.

Wool 
by Hugh Howey

In a toxic, underground silo, a
mechanic uncovers dark secrets
and sparks a dangerous uprising.


